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The moſt Important Queſtion, 


What is Tr uth, 4 


Explain'd and Enlarg d upon, in two 


SERMONS, 


PREACH D 


At St. CHADDs, in Suewocliun), 
Nivember the Firſt. 
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Contemplatio Veritatis 1 rerum omnium jucundiſſima eſt, 


Auguſt. 
Copnitio Veritatis eſt ad Salutem noſtram admodum 
2 Muſcul. 


"H i G 74&YTAY Ws ατνοννι Mele wyATa H 
5 27% 016 bs 0 ne ru (45) hv Ke xgp & T4 % olzivaer, 
Sf A n 195 To x & n. @s Aye ITAaTWw/. 


— — 


Lvuprow: Printed by William Parks, 1720. 


NWN WAN WE NWN WL N MOR FN eee IS J 


— 


— 


Sr oSsorScSQUnU9W yy uyriog 
CDI IESS ED ICED IEBBIESESEBSSEEDIESSIESSZ 
DeLana A Yao Lo dE Li Sw. Ow. Uiws 


FLAT ET YT ITED Is 
TO ALL 


Who Love the Truth ä 
CHRIST JESUS. 


S1Rs, 


T6 95 NY N tle Fourth Century, Epiphanius could reckon 
„ u Fourſcore Hereſies, or groſs Errors; and that 
N ua, then look d upon to be no ſmall Number. 
* G Mz But alas ! kad he lived in our Days, he might 
 eafily have enlarg d his*Panarium. „ h. Book. 8 
vr (no: to mention the Mul:itude of O vinions, which be iu mm 
lich are held among Chriſtians, about Mader met sik 4 he 
f Morſbid, and Church Government) there it, 
it ſeems, no A-tic'e of Faith,_no Fundamental Principle in our 
eligion, ſo ſound and ſacred, as not to be ſtruck at, or cal d 


in Queſtion. 


This Melancholy Thought did (and nothing elle cou d) move 
ne to Pub'iſh the following Treatiſe ; wherein according to my 
Talent, I have endeavour d to inform the Inorant, to confirm 
he Weak, and to put the Erroneous in a way JW: 

o find out Truth for themſelves, in the midſt of 8 — wy 
, Controverſies. 


This I have done as fairly, and as briefly as I cou'd, leaw- 
ug it to others to enlarge uton certain Points, according to their 
on Diſcretion. Bat for your further Information, I refer you 
the Treatiſe itſelf ; only I defire you to tale this Notion a- 
mg with you, that 1 have thro' the whole not Aged 
ith Regard to any Party among Chriſtians, or as a 


The PREFACE. 


Member of any. Particular Church; but J have a&ed as x 
Aember cf the Church Carholick. For the Tenor of my 
Text, I conceive, requir d me to ſhew my ſelf thus impartial. 


Nou, I know that One will with a ſcornful Mien look pn 
this. as a Treatiſe not worth his Pera ſal. 

I know that another, like a true Scebtick, will carp at, and 
find Fuuli with the Words and the Phraſe, if not with the 
Matter and Method of it. 

And I know that a third, who of the three is the leaſt alli 
#2 correct, will yet prove moſt unjuſt and unmerciful to me, ir 
bis way of Criticiſm. 


But in ſhort let them know, that I am careleſs to anſwer 'en + 
in theſe Matters; and that I make no other Apolog y for m 
Jelf than this, that if I can (as thro' God's Grace I may) 
ſatisſie ſome ſcrupulous Perſons, or convert even one Sim 
ner from the Error of his Way, I care not if I fall un- 
der the Cenſure of an hundred Criticks : For I ſeek not ) 
own, but God's Glory; and therefore I require you to give Him 
the Praiſe, if upon Perufing this Treatiſe you find your ſelve 
any thing the wiſer or better; but if not, I am williy ks 
that you lay the Blame on me, _ | 


Who am, 


Dur very humble Servant, 


8. Jones, 


TWO 


SERMONS, 
| PREACH'D: 
f At St. Chadd';, in Shrewsbury. 
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JOHN XVIII, 38. 
* What is Truth ? 
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& SERMON the Firſt. 


N the Beginning of the Verſe you 
find, that 'twas Pilate, who propos d 
this Queſtion; and from the Con- 
text you may gather, that ir is in 
it ſelt (how light ſoever he made 
of it) a Queſtion of very great 
Veight and Moment; for tis con- 
cerning ſuch a Truth, as Chriſt 
che Son of God came down from 
Heaven to propagate and eſtabliſh 
| among us: 

Beſides this, from your own Reaſon you may infer,that 
is a Queſtion of the utmoſt Importance; nay, you may 
onclude, that a full and clear Anſwer to it might ** 

| d 
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both to rectify the Erroneous, and to ſatisfy the ſcrupy. 


Of Truth is Geheral. 


lous Conſciences of Devout Perſons. For all rhe Religiou;W? 


(lrreligious) Controverſies, which the World now-a-days 
is ſo 1 with, turn upon this one fingle Point, 
rut /i. 
Wherefore, ſeeing that no Anſwer was made dire&y, 
or ſeeing that tis not recorded, every one of us for hi 
art, according to the Manifeſtation of the Spirit, or 
according to the Grace that is given him, ſhould ſtudy to 
inform himſelt aright of This the moſt Excellent Truth 
and ſhould likewiſe endeavour to get himlelt ſettled in it; 
as he would approve himſelf unto Gop, his Maker, his 
Redeemer, and San&iher. 5 


What is 


2 


Now that I may give you ſome Light into this dark a1 


Cueſtion, I propoſe, 
Firſt, To explain what this great Truth is in General, ed 
And : M: 
Secondly, To put you in a Way to find it out for yourſf*"« 
ſelves, as to all it's Particulars. en 
Hereupon, He 


Thirdly, I conclude with a few Words of Exhorta ble 
tion, and that by Way of Inference. 


Firſt, I am to explain unto you what this great Trutiffanc 
is in general. | 


M⸗ 


du 


ject 


By the Word Truth, in a ſtrict Senſe, is not here meand{${*!" 
any human or common Truth, viz. ſuch as Men uſe i be 
their Converſation and Dealings with each other; or ſucſi ma! 


Eſt veritas ſecun- 
dam quam homo 
in diftis & factis 
ofterdit fe, ut eſt: 
veritas autem vitæ 

irur particulari. 
ter ſccundum quam 
quis in vita ſus i u- 
plet ia ud. ad quod 
ordinatur fer inte 


Eryat id, quod fecungum or liuem legum al. eri debet. . lain. 1. yueft, 16. Art. 4. 


as the School-Men call Logical and MM.. He. 
Truths; whereby they denote the Agreeſ ho. 
ment of One's Words, either with th en 
Things he treats of, or with his Thought & 
concerning them, or elſe with both: Tho eur 

indeeſ in 
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Of Divine Truth in Particular. 7 
adeed Chriſt may be ſaid to have born Witneſs to theſe 
inds of Truth; in that he commanded us, not to lie one 
0 another, but to be True and Jt in all our Dealings. 
However, The Word Truth is in my Text to be under- 
ood chiefly of a Divine, or Theological Truth ; of ſuch 
great Truth, I mean, as God himſelf had at ſundry 
imes, and in divers Manners ſvolen unto 
be Fathers by the Prophets, For the Chief 
End of Chriſt's Appearance was, tis plain, that he ſhou'd 
Pear Witneſs unto thoſe moſt Sacred and Solemn Veri- 
ies: Whence we gather, that the Truth is in General 
ly this, Cod would have all Men to be ſaved |, l. , 
md to come unto the Knowledge of the Truth. 
Now, tor an Untolding of the Truth thus ſta- 
ed, it is to be conſider d, that even before the Fall of 
Mankind, Cod revealed himſelf unto our Firit Parents, 
and declared unto them; how that he was from E- 
ernity the only True God, the Almighty Maker of 
Heaven and Earth, and of all Things vilible and inviſt- 
„ble Likewiſe he declar'd unto them his Will concerning 
Mankind; how that he expected, that they, as being em 
du'd with Reaſon, ſhou'd upon all Occaſions worſhip 
Sand ſerve him alone, without Regard to any other Ob- 
ject of Religion: And, to move. them to behave them- 
Yſclves thus towards him, with Humility and Devotion, 
be gave them to underſtand, that if they obey'd his Com- 
mandments, they ſhou'd live and inherit the Kingdom of 
Heaven for ever; but that if they prov'd diſobedient they 
You'd die, that is, they ſhou'd be liable to Helliſh Tor- 
ments and Eternal Miſeries. 
Such great Truths, I conclude from tlie Hiſtory of 
our Creation, were made known to Adam Gin Had 
ef in his Stare of Innocency. debe 
Again after the Fall, Gop made known the Truth of 
Pour Redemption, ſaying, That the Seed of PR 
te Roman ſhould bruiſe the Head of the Ser- 4 


gent, 


Heb. i. 1. 


8 


Horv Ful ſdood prevail d againſt Truth, 


gene, that Chriſt Jeſus ſhould be maniteit in the Fleſh to 

deſtroy the Works of the Devil; that he ſhould fulfil al e 
Righteouſneſs in our ſtead ; and that all who would be- tt 
lieve in him ſhou'd be ſaved. Upon the whole, Gon En 
made it known, how that he had appointed a Day, in Ne 
which he wou'd.judge the World in Righteouſneſs, and PN! 
that every ohe ſhould receive according to his Deſert, li 


whether it be Good,or whether it be Evil. 


Theſe Divine Truths, we may ſuppoſe, were only by 


Tradition deliver'd from Adam to his Sons, and from 
them to their Offſpring; and ſo from Generation to Ge- ar 
neration for IVO Thouſand Years, at ne 


The Promnlga-ion the leaſt; but being thus carried from a- 


of the Law at Mourt 


Audi. was, 28 it is the Fountain-Head, they were by De- 
eomputed, in the ores fo impair'd and corrupted, that at 


Year of the Juan 


Perind, 5217, thar in, length very few knew Gop their Maker, 
iy me Year of gt and ſcarce any one ſer /d him aright, as þ 


World 2453. Bat 


berein, as in other thro Faith in Chriſt their Redeemer. 
ts Hereupon, Gop by the Hands of Mr 
fes and the Prophets gave his Laws, his 
2 Statutes, and his Judgments to the Ifrac- 
lites in Writing; and having taken them tor his Peculiar 
| People, he appointed 'em certain Rites and Þ 
Neut- ies. Ordinances, to keep them in Obedience to 
him, and to put them in Mind of the pro- 
mis'd Mas. Whereas, 
In the mean while, the miſerable Gentiles, the Gene- 
rality of Mankind, being deſticure of thoſe Helps conti- Þ 
nued in Igrorance ; and fo inſtead of Worſhipping one 
God, according to the Ways of Truth, they Worſhipped 
many Gods, according to the Ways of 
Falſhood, after their Vain Imaginations, 
having their Une ſtanding darkene i, and being wholly Igno- 
rant of Chriſt, the onely Mediator betwixt Gop and Men. 
Nay, the Iſraelites themſelves, tho* they had the Holy 
Sctiptures to Guide and inſtruct em, yet thro' the 


Chronole gers differ 
not 2 litile. 


Ch. xiv, 2. 


| Rom, i, 19. 


„ {© % 
* 


Blind- 
neſ⸗ 


How Chriſt bore Witneſs to the Truth. 9 


zeſs of their Hearts, fell again into divers Errors, and 
ended in many Things; for they entertain'd ſtrange 
and wrong Notions of Chriſt our Saviour; and, not to 
ention their Proneſs to Idolatry, they neither Wor- 
hip'd God in Sincerity, nor regarded his Laws in Sim- 
licity ; but went a wh:ring with their own 
ventions, and taught for Dottrines the Com- 
nandments of Men. 

After this Manner for many Ages till Chriſt's Appea- 
dance, God's 'I'ruth was every where lighted, exploded, 
and as it were turn d out of the World, - 
having few, or no able Advocates upon „ 
Earth, among the Sons of Men, to ſtand 


Mat. xv. 3, 9. 


ud was I born, and jor this Cauſe came I into the World, 
that I ſhould bear witneſs unto the Truth. | 
Now Chriſt bore witneſs to the Truth, in that he by his 
zoſpel re-eitabliſh'd ir, and brought it again into Coun- 
enance ; in that he thereby rectify d thoſe Errors, which 
ere ſpread abroad in the World; in that he turn'd the 


hat, having convinc'd them of their ſuperſtirious Folly 
in Worſhipping many Senſeleſs Idols, and Falſe Gods, he 
ut them in the Right Way of Salvation, and brought 
them to the Knowledge of the Living and True God. 

Likewiſe our Saviour may be ſaid to have born Witneſs 


0 
F preted the Letter of the Law: More eſpecially, Chriſt bore 
„ Mitneſs to the Truth; in that he taught Men their ſe- 


eral Duties, and expounded unto them the Things, 


hich were written concerning himſelf ; and in that he 
eltify'd of himſelf, that he came from God, and that he 


n. 
as the very Perſon appointed to redeem Mankind. 
. This Teſtimony he made good by his Miracles; in 


tol 


up and plead tor it effectualty.WhereforeſaidChriſt, for this - 


entiles from the Power of Darkneſs into Light; and in 


to the Truth, in that he ſhew'd the Jews, what fooliſh, 
uſtoms they were taken with, and how they miſ-inter- 


that he actually fulfill d all the "Things which were fore” | 
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Io Divers Kinds of Religions compared. 
told of him by the Prophets: As in that he caſed t. 
Blind to fee, the Leaf to hear, the Lame to walk, and ils") 
Dead to riſe to Life again, &c. Theſe were Matters of 
Fact, which he chiefly appeal'd to, ſaying, 
Believe me for the very Work's ſake, And up- | 
on this infallible Token, he bid John's Diſciples mabe 1 
their Report of him, Whether it was he that ſhould come, ,. 
muſt they look for another : And hence after his Reſurre- e 
ction he affirmed, that he was the True Meſſias, ſaying an 
to his Apoſtles, Thus it behoved Chriſt io ſuffer, and to rie Nc 
from the Dead the Third Day; and that Reventance and Re- II. 
miſſion of Sins ſhould be preach'd in his Name among all Na. NR 
tions, Luk. xx1v, 46, 47. | | 


John xiv, 11. 


From what I have thus ſaid in Brief, you may well in- 
fer, that by the Word Truth in my Text can be meant 
nothing elſe, or leſs then the whole Chriſtian Religion; 
and alſo that Chriſtianity is a Religion, 


Date, nor of Seventeen Hundred and 
Twenty Years ſtanding only; but it is 
the Firſt of all Religions, and as old as 
the World it ſelf, being inſtituted by 
_ Chriſt in the Beginning, and being pub- 


- "liſhed in theſe laſt Days, by the Preach- 
Ang of his Goſpel, According to the Reve- 


lation of the Myſtery , which was kept Se- 
cret fince the World began; but now is made 
manifeſt, and by the Scriptures of the Pro- 
phets, according to the Commandment of the 


xvi, 25, 26. Read t John ii, 7. 


Now, that Chriſtianity, as it is contain'd both in the Ne 
Old and New Teſtament, is the Truth, or the only true 
Religion, I ſhall briefly prove, by comparing it with 


everlaſting God, 
made known tv all Nations for the Obedience of Faith, Rom. 


not of a late 


Chriſtianorum Ke. 
lig o non eft nuper 
exorra, fed eſt primi 
omnium; atque cx 
ipſa ſimul muudi 0 i- | 
pine ac nat?vitare de- 
{cendens; eodem Chri- 
fto Neo p octore ac 
Inſtitutore, jam inde 
ab initzo ſpeciem fei- 
mamque ſuſcipicns. 
Euſebii DiA, 


ſome other Religions that have been, or are till in"! 


Vogue; as with Paganiſm, Judaiſm, and Mahometiſm. 


But 
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Paganiſm not the Truth. Judaiſm inperfect. xx 


But firſt to make the Compariſon without Partiali- 
ty, I lay down this for a Theorem or Standard of 
Truth. Namely that, | 
The Religion which ſcems Conſonant to the Law of Nature, 
and is moſt agreeable to Right Reaſon, which teacheth Men 
every where to acknowledge one God, and to ſerve him on all 
Occaſions, not after an Abſurd, Looſe, and Superſtitious Man- 
er, nor for ſenſual and worldly Ends,but in a Godly Sincerity, 
„and for pure ſpiritual and Heavenly Joys, is ſo far (1 humbly 
j concei ve) a true Religion; and that which is the Reverſe of it, 
1am ſure, muſt by all ſerious Perſons be lookt upon as a falſe 
Religion, | 
Hence therefore I proceed to try, how the Religions 
aforeſaid agree or diſagree with this Standard, And 
Firſt, J ſhall enquire into Paganiſm ; under which 
Name I would be underſtood to comprehend all the ditie- 
rent ſorts of Idolatry, which were in Uſe among Pagans 
or Heathens: Now upon Enquiry I find, that theſe and the 
ike Religions (if they may at the beſt be fo called) were 
together Groſs and Irrational. For in them the Glory of 
he Incorruptible God was changed into an Image, made like 
0 corruptible Man, and to Birds and Four Footed Beaſts, 
End Creeping Things, Rom. i, 23. Moreover, 
From their own Poets I gather, that not only the 
Objects of their Devotion were diſagreeable to Truth, 
nd diſhonourable to the Great God of Heaven and Earth; 
ut alſo that their Ways of Worſhip and Service were ſo 
oo: For generally ſpeaking, their Rites and Ceremonies 
rere performed either after an Inhuman and Unnatural, 
r after a Childiſh, Wanton and Obſcene Manner ; in- 
omuch is they Worſhipped and ſerv'd their Luſts, more than 
he Heir Idols, which they called Gods. 
ue] Secondly, As for the Jewiſh Religion: This, "tis to be 
onfeſs'd, was in the Main the True Religion, even 
miſt the Moſaical Oeconomy laſted ; but afterwards up- 
In the Goſpel-Diſpenſation, it's Sacrifices were out of 
| B 2 Date 
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12 Mahometiſm an Im toſture. 


Date, and it's Sacraments were aboliſhed, for they ſcr- 
ved only to lead Men to Chrilt, or they were but T'ypes 
to {ignite his coming, and therefore cou'd be of no Uſe, 
when he the Antitype was come. To this Effect, St. Paul 
proves the Weakneſs of all ſuch Rites and Ceremonies, 
ſaying, The Law having a Shadow of good Tings to come, 
und not the very Image of the Things, can never with thoſe 
Sacrifices, (which they, the Jeu, offer d Tear by Tear conti- 
zually,) make the Comers thereunto perfect : Fir "tis ot peſſi- 
ble that the Blood of Bulls and Goats ſhould take away Sin, 
Such, as the Caſe now ſtands, is the Impertection 
of Judaiſm. And | 
Thirdly, As for Mahometiſm, which at this day over- 
ſpreads a great (if not the greateſt) Part of the whole 
Earth: I his is in many things fo diſ1greeable to Rex 
ſon, that it tends rather to Vice and Uncleanneſs, than 
to Virtue and Holineſs: For tho' in it, as in Judaiſm, 
Men are taught to acknowledge the True God their 
Maker ; yet they are taught to Worſhip him after ſuch 
a Superſtitious Manner, with Regard to the Impoſtor 
Mahomet, as the Lord, who is a jealous God, can never 
approve of: And alſo they are taught to ſerve him tor 
Auch carnal and ſenſual Rewards, as a moſt Holy God 
cannot be ſuppoſed, to gratifie Men with in the King: 
dom of Heaven. But now, | 
_ Chriſtianity is liable to none of theſe Exceptions; for 
it doth not (with Paganiſm) ſavour any thing of Idola- 
try, or of Ungodly and Wordly Luſts : Neither doth it 
( with Judaiſm) by any Means ſet Men in a Way to in- 
fiſt upon outward Forms of Worſhip, or upon Sacrifice 
and beggarly Elements: Nor yet doth it (like Mahome 
tiſm ) comply with the corruvt Humours of Mankind, 
and buoy up its Votaries with the Thoughts of any car 
nal Pleaſure in a World to come. 
No! the Chriſtian Religion contains nothing of ſuch 


baſe Principles and abſurd Doctrines; but all its Arti 
| g cles 
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Chriſtianity the only true Religion. 13 


eles, Precepts, and Promiſes, are conſonant to the Law 
of Nature, and ſo moſt agreeable to right Reaſon. 

As 1ſt tor its Articles: 

If we ſeriouſly conſult our own Breaſts, tis a Thought, 
we find, meſt natural to us, to believe that there is a 
God, and that he is Almighty, All-Juſt, and All-Gra- 
cious. And is it not reaſonable for Men to believe, 
ſince God himſelf, who cannot lie, hath ſaid it, That 
there are three Perſons in the Godhead ? and that as they 
concurred in making the World, fo 'tis the Office of the 
Father to preſerve all the Creatures therein contained; of the Son 
to redeem Maukind ; and of the Holy Ghoſt to ſanitifie the 
Elett People of God? Again, 

As for the Rules and Precepts of Chriſtianity : Theſe 
are in themſelves, Holy, Juſt and Good, for they tend 
only to Sobriety, Righteouſneſs and Godlineſs, and to 
all ſuch Virtues and Graces, as an Holy God might 
well enjoin, and as rational Men ſhould, purely of their 
own accord, comply with ; were there no future Rewards 
to engage em. 

Laſth: As tor the Goſpel-Promiſes: Theſe are we find 
ſuitable both to Faith and Reaſon, in that they relate, 
not to carnal and ſenſual Pleaſures, but to ſuch pure 
and ſpiritual Joys, as do become a God to give, and the 
Spirits of jult Men to receive and enjoy in his ſpecial 
Preſence. Why then ſhould it be thought an Iacredible Thing, 


| that the God in whoſe Hands are the Ways of Life, ſhould 


raiſe the Dead, and reward his Faithful Children with that 


in Eternal Happineſs, which is mentioned in the Goſpel ? 


Thus in Brief tis evident, that Chri- Sic, ut att Muſtu- 


"==" 2 . Ius, ia veritate omais 
ſtianity above all other Religions, is the ion p- 


Truth, or the True Religion. ritas et certituds 
Bur, tho' Chriſtianity be the Truth gin Tg agent. 
in general, yet more particularly it may tar, i ee 
here be queſtion d, L hat is Truth > Or tags kevgionibes fer 

where lies it in the Chriſtian Religion 2 Nun. 
Secing 


—— — ww 


—— 


14 The Different Sæelt among Chriſtians. 
Seeing that there are ſo many Sects among Chriſtians, as of 
Papiſts, and Protellants ; of Anabapriils and Quakers ; of 
Epiſcopalians, Presbyterians and Independents : All which 
diftcrenrt Sects claim Truth to their ſeveral Parties; and 
at the ſame Time either pity, or condemn cach other for 
Error and Falſhood. Moreover, 

Secing that there are Controverſies, not only betwixt 
Sects, but alſo betwixt Perſons of every one Sect, who a- 
gain, making a Noiſe about Truth, put off their own Te- 
nets with plauſible Arguments, and expoſe thoſe of their 
Opponents, either as falſe and ſchiſmatical Doctrines, or 
as pernicious and damnable Hereſies. 

For this the Papiſts are molt remarkable, and indeed, 
generally ſpeaking, all Sects and Perſons among us have 
ſo much ot the old Leaven (the Leaven of Popery in them) 
that they think themſelves infallibly in the Right, and all, 
who are otherwiſe minded, in the Wrong. But —— 
As to theſe Differences and Controverſies, I anſwer That, 
tho' they often prove a Stumbling-block of Offence to 
weak and ſcrupulous Conſciences ; and tho' they very 
much perplex devout and heavenly minded Souls ; yet they 
can't be ſaid either to prejudice the Truth it- ſelf, or to 
injure the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, if it be conſider'd, that 
none of em are about the Holy Scriptures themſelves;for 
all Parties and Perſons among us allow theſeWritings to be 
the Rule of Faith, and the Standard of DivineTruth;bur 
all the Quarrels and Diſputes are about the Comments 
and Glofles, which Men put upon them: And fo 'tis no 
more a Wonder, that Divines Thould differ in myſterious 


Points of Divinity, than that Lawyers ſhould differ in 
nice Points of Law; or Phyſicians in thoſe of Phyſick: 
For conſidering our different Qualifications and Abilities, 
our different Aims and Intereſts, it may well be expected, 
that when Men attempt to make Expoſitions for them- 
ſelyes, ſome out of Pride or Self-Ends ſhould — one 

thing, 
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hing, and that others ſhould advance the contrary, even 
ut of a Spirit of Contradiction. And in- . e, 
| 174 D, "pi, 
ſeed it cannot be, but that when filly 5, -.,294705 
Men preſume to pry into the ſecret De- g Agi s 
rees of the All-wiſe God, and think to 
athom the deep Myſterics of Religion, they ſhould be 
uilty of divers Errors, and fever'd from each other, in 
he wild Mazes of Ignorance. 

Bur yet, a devour Perſon need not be offended at theſe 
hings, he need not be troubled at the various Opinions 
rhich he meets with among Chriſtians, if he conſiders 
arther, that even Hereſies may, (and do oftentimes) ſerve 
o confirm the Truth it-felt: For when one Heretick 
doth (as Manicharys did) affirm Chriſt to be God only, be- 
auſe of his Divine Miracles; and when another (as Pho- 
inus did) ſuggeits that he was a meer Man, becauſe of 
is human Infirmities; both their Arguments, in them- 
elves Heretical, joyntly prove the very Truth, giving it 
n Evidence, that Chriſt is ©:4-3,va&, God and Man, in 
ne Perſon. Hence, EY 
I To fatisfy the ſcrupulous, I might eaſily prove, that 
® Þchifms and Diviſions come, not only from the perverſe 
Diſputings of worldly Wiſe-Men, bur alſo 
r Þy the Permiſſion and Counſel of God Read 1 Cor. ii. 
e himſelf, But, 19. 


To keep to the Propoſitions laid down, f on —_— of 
proceed, as I propos'd, tere omitted, and 
0 Seondh, To put you in a Way to find rg c 


ut the particular Truths, which are ie of tbe other Ser- 

ontained in this general Truth, the 5 
hriſtian Religion. | ety read as one Trede 
In the firſt Place you are not to think *" 

ighly of yourſelves, of your Learning and Knowledge, 
if you had already attained, or were already perfect in 

>|; but you are to ſuppreſs Self-Conceit, Preſumption, 


and 


. * * 
— Rs EE. —ͤ—— — — 1 
" * —— - — — — * 

. — - — = 
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and all the fond Notions, which you were poſſeſs 
| | with: For, as -a learned 
— — aye — ws Nobleman of our own well 
tue in » 1 5 — n wg ied et obſerved, preconcerv 4 N O1 
"a — .. nion do not only (as ſop Lift [care 
pody ie rio, lcruta, ſcilicet op inioacs exu- u them ſelve,) baſely chunt er- 
— — 7 ä Herb. de fait the Truth ; but alſo block ud 
the Avenues, that lead to it. 
Wherefore, as you hope by ſeeking to find out Truth 
in its Native Purity, and to Perfection, you ſhould in- 
{tantly lay aſide ſuch obnoxious Opinions; & likewiſe 
you ſhould put off, concerning your former Converſation t/4 
Old Man; I mean you ſhould put off your Vicious H- 
bits, and utrerly forſake all ſinful courſes : For Men of 
corrupt Minds, receive not the Love of the Truth; but 
are thro' their deceitful luſts ſo incapable of it, that % 
they ſhould be ever learning, yet they fbould never be able to come 
zo the Knowledge of it, 2 Tim, 3 | 
Having thus laid aſide your prejudices and preconcei- 
ved Opinions, 
In the next Place, to diſpoſe yourſelves for the Truth, 
ou are to think ſoberly of your ſelves; you are to be 
meek and lowly in Heart,and you are toſhew your ſelves 
humble in your Words and Actions: In ſhort, you ſhould 
be of a quiet Spirit, and you ſhould be Holy in all Man- 
ner of Converſation : For, as St. James hath Chi, 17 
i, 17. 


it, The Wiſdom that is from above is firſt 


Pure, then Peaceable, full of Mercy, and good Fruits, without 
Partiality, aud without Hypecrifie. Therefore, I ſay, it you 
would compaſs ſuch Heavenly Wiſdom, you muſt* en- 
deavour to be like it, as by exerciſing your ſelves unto 
all Chriſtian Graces and Virtues. Hence, 

Thirdly. Being thus diſpoſed, you are to pray unto 


God fervently, that it would pleaſe him to illuminatc 


your Underſtanding, and to guide you into all T'ruth,by 
the the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit. Hereup on you art 


rol 


to 
ate 
b 
art 

to 
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to Co-operate with the Divine Grace, and to uſe your 
beſt endeavours to get your ſelves Maſters of the Truth: 
You are to /ſ.ek it as Silver, and to ſearch 
for it, as jo hid Treaſures : You are to ſeek 
it diligently, and to ſearch for it earneſtly ; as thoſe who 
have hopes of finding it, as thoſe, who would priſe it 
above all things; and as thoſe, who would do any thing 
for it, or who would kearken to any Body, that cou'd 
direct, and lead em to it. But 

Fuurthly, Being thus zealouſly affected for the Truth, 
you ſhould take heed to your Waies, 34 G1 ii, 3. 
how you follow others: For you are 1. iv. 
not to give your ſelves up to the Private Opinion of 
any Man, how Great and Learned ſoever. You are nei- 
ther to embrace ſuch and ſuch a Tenet for a Truth, be- 
cauſe *ris ſet forth under ſome ſpecious Name, or becauſa 
it is detended by one, whom you highly eſteem for ſome- 
what elſe. Nor yet ſhould you reiect ſuch a Thing, as 
an Error, becauſe you miſlike it's Title, or deſpiſe the 
Perſon, who broach'd it: But you are either to embrace 
the one, or to reject the other for Truth's ſake, accor- 
ding to what they are found to be in themſelves: I mean, 
that if you would not deceive your ſelves, ee 

: f 7 M i 

nor be impoſed upon by others with any abys d Gut 23 
falſe Notions, you ſhould enquire fairly Me, A &- 
and impartially into Propoſitions, with" Y5 741 A, 
out. regard to Perſons, who offer them _ Dise 

Q - . AKﬀPITINDV Ty &. 
o your Conſideration. For Truth is to 25485 9 W þd- 
be embrac d at all Times, and Error is to 4e. N 7 A 
be rejected, let it come from whomſoe- cv4yxn arrian, 
er you will. Epict, p. 102. 


Prov. iii, 4. 


| And 

The Role for the avciling of Error, which reſpefts the Sciences, is this 
A Man ſhouli never give an entire co: (ent; but only to Propoſitions, which ap- 
pear fo evidently true, that he cannot deny it them without ſecliig an internal 


Fain, and the f{:cret upbraidings of his Heaſon. Said the ingenicus Malebranch. 


n to this effect ſaid th: no leſ- Ingenious Mr. Loct, 

The not entert ining any Fropcſition with greater afurance than the role, it 
built upon, will warran:, is an unerring Mark, that one is a Lover of Tiwh., 
'hoever goes beyond this eaſore of Afvent, ic is plain, loves not Truth tor 
mh, ſake, bat tor lome other By-Ead. 
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And, as you ſhould in Matters of Religion not give 
your ſelves up to the Opinions of certain Men, ſo you 
ſhould not addict your ſelves to Parties. For you are not 
to pitch upon, or to take up with any Sect among Chriſti- 
ans; becauſe it's peculiar J enets are moſt ſuitable to vout 
Temper, to your Lite, Calling and Conver/ation. Nor yct 
are you to ccrtinue in a Religion, becauſe it is the Re- 
ligion of your Country, or of your Family: Not Lut that 
this may be in all reſyects the moſt pure and true Rcli- 
gion; as Ours no doubt is, as to all the Eſſentials c it, 
it's Sacraments, Doctrines, and Articles. But yet ſpeal- 
ing as to an Impartial Inquiry, I fay, we are not to 
ſuppoſe the Articles eren of our own Church to be true, 
becauſe we profeſs d 'em from our Youth up; but be- 
cauſe they are, we find, conſonant to, and agreeable with 
the Holy Scriptures ; Which, without controverſie, ate 
the Chief Rule or Standard of all Divine Truths. 
Wherefore, Fi, and chiefly, to find out the Truth 
in every particular, you are to ſearch the Writings of 
the Old and New 'Teitament ; you are to read them not 
careleſly as the Word of Men, nor with a Baſe Deſign to 
play rhe Critick on them, nor yet with an intention to add 
unto, or to diminiſh ought from them: For you may as well 
make to yourſelves a New Bible, or a New Alchoran, at- 
ter the Example of Mahomet and Sergius; as go about to 
wreſt the ſacred Text, to make it ſpeak your Thoughts, 
or to your Purpo.e. Burt it you would find the Truth, 
as it is in Chnſt Jeſus, you are to lo2k upon his Geſpe! 
as the Word, the very Word of God; you are to take it 
in Hand with Revererce and Humility, as the Word, by 
which you ſhall be juuged ar the laſt : And you are tv 
read, or to hear it read v ith Attention; as thoſe who tru 
ly deſire to be inform'd by it: And, for your information, 
ou ſhould always take the Jexts in their moſt genuine 
Senſe ; and alſo ycu ſhould endeavour to explain the di- 


ficult by thoſe which are more eaſy ro be undeNood, ta- 
| king 
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king care to compare ſpiritual Things with ſpiritual. Hence, 

When any Queſtions are ſtarted, or when Points of Reli- 
gion are propoſed to you for Articles of Belief, you like 
tae Noble £:reans ſhould ſerrch the Scriptures, whether 
taoſe things are ſo; you ſhould enquire whether they 
are therein expreſſed, or whether they may be thence 
deduced by iair Conſequences : And if you {ind that they 
cannot be proved by theſe means; then, however they 
are ſet off tor Truths by Worldly Wiſdom, you' are not 
bound to believe em, as neceſſary to your Salvation. But 
on the other hand, it tlie Points in Queſtion be either 
clearly expreſſed, or fully implied in your Bible; then, 
however they ſeem contrary to, or above your Reaſon, 
you, as you would ſhew your ſelves Chriſtians,” are bound 
to believe 'em. As for inſtances, 

"Tis propoſed to you for an Article of your Belief, 
that God was manifeſt in the Heſb, and this Myſtery, with- 
out doubt, you cannot by your Reaſon comprehend ; bur 
yet ſeeing that it is expreſly related in Scripture, you 
are bound to take it for ſuch an undoubted Truth, that 
you might confidently ſay for yourſelts with St. J, 
We know that the Son of God is come, and 
bath given us an underſtauding, that we may 
know him that is True: and we are in him that is True, even in 
his Son Jeſus Chriſt. HIS IS THE TR UE GOD. And, 

As concerning Chriſt's Divinity, ſo concerning his U- 
nion with the Father; likewiſe concerning the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the Trinity in Unity, there are Articles of 
Faith made, which men indeed cannot account for : But 


1 Jo. v, 20. 


Iſince tis written in the Goſpel, that Chriſt 


and the Father are one. And in the Firſt . 
Epiſtle of St. J70%u, that there are three, who bear record in 
Heaven,the Father, the Word or Son, and the > 

Holy Ghuſt : and theſe Three are One. Since _— = 
theſe things, I ſay, are ſo, and ſince they may be prov'd 
irom ſeveral Texts of Scripture, you (totwithllanding all 
{cru- 


4 
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Scruples raiſed to the contrary) thould take 'em for pre- 
cious and certain T'ruths. 

Bur herein you are to beware, leſt you confound the 
| Perſons, or divide the Subſtance ; and ſo fall from the 
ruth into One of the extreme Errors. For Truth, you 
muſt know,is the middle betu een two Extremes;and Here- 
lies, as the good old Vigilius ſaid, are ſo tempered,that Men 

i generally to avoid One fall into another. 
. 3 For whilſt a Man ſpeaks againſt dividing 
qu dum unam ju. Chriſt s individual Perſon, which was the 
fant, in Gem in" Neſtorian Error, he ſeems to confound his 


cidan” ; Dum enim 1 . 2 
Neltorii perfidiamn Human with his Divine Nature, and 


ner g this was the Error of Eutyches. And ſo 
Juccumbere. they, who condemn'd Sabellius, that wou'd 
have God, the Father and Son, to be but 
one Perſon, under a twofold Appellation, ſeem'd to fide 
with, and to patronize Arius, who wou'd have our Sa- 
viour to be eſſentially, as well as perſonally, diſtin& from 
Odd the Father. But to proceed where I left off, 

As theſe fundamental Truths of Chriſtianity are to be 
found out by Scripture; ſo are other Theological Truths: 
T mean, all thoſe, which purely relate to Godlineſs, and 
are cemprehended in the Firſt Table of the Ten Com- 
mandments. Moreover, as you come to know the Truth, 
ſo by that means you may detect Error. As the Doctrine 
of thoſe, who hold that Men are ſaved by their Works; 
or of thoſe who extol Free Grace too highly,and hold that 
Men are ſaved by Faith without Works: Theſe contrary 
Tenents, I ſav, you may at once perceive to be erroneous, 
in that by Scripture it appears, that good Works, and a 
ſaving Faith muſt always go together. Furthermore, 

As you may detect Errors, ſuch as theſe, from Chri— 
ſtian Truths; ſo likewiſe may you diſtinguiſh all Moral 
Truths by Scripture from thoſe Errors, which otherwile 
you are liable unte; foraſmuch as in Ethicks every Vir— 
tue is, as it were, placed betwixt two Vices ; and _ 

much 


a © — — 


Truth, as far as it is needful for you; if 
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much as many Vices do reſemble the contrary Virtues. 
might give you an inſtance in Prodigality and Cove- 
touſneſs, which are the Extremes of Liberality : Again 
in Frugality and Avaric2; or in Prudence and Sophiſtry, 
which have ſome Affinity with each other; and therefore 
are to be diſtinguiſh'd, and rectified by the Rules laid 
down in the Goſpel. g 

But I haſten, as I promiſed, 

IJhirdly, to conclude with a few Words of Exhortation, 
and that by Way of Interence and Encouragement. 

I have declard unto you, how that the Truth is in ge- 
neral Terms to be taken for the Chriſtian Religion; and 
how that in this great Truth many particular Truths are 
contained, relating both to the Being and Attributes of 
God, and to the State and Condition of Mankind. 

Moreover, I gave you to underſtand, how that theſe 
with all Truths, neceſſary to Salvation, are compre” 
hended in the Holy Scriptures ; and likewiſe I endea- 
vour'd to put you in a Way-of finding them therein for 
yourſelves. Now, ; 

That I may prevail with you to beſtir yourſelves in 
the Search of Truth, Tis to be conſider'd, that whereas 
Jews and Mahometans are brought up in the Ways of Er- 
ror ; and whercas Pagans ſit in Darkueſs, and in the Shadow 


V Death; you, bleſſed be God, are in the Right Way; 
Jou have a Light to guide your Feet into the 


Paths of Peace, and may certainly find out Rea? Dent. Al, x78: 
you ſeek it with the whole Heart : Tea, | | 

if you cry after Knowledge, and liſt up your Prox: i. 3, 5, 
Voice for Uaderſtamding : Then ſhall you un- 


1-  derſtand the Fear of the Lord, and find the Knowledge of God. 


For the Lerd giveth Wiſdom: Out of his Mouth cometh Know- 

ledge and Underſtanding. Likewiſe, | 
"Tis to be conſider'd,that Truth here, as it ſtands for, 
or as 1t relates unto Religion,is the Beginning of Wiſdom, 
and 


72 Die Excellency and Uſefulneſs of Truth. 
Hades and the Foundation of all Graces ; nay, 
K 27 tis the Sum or Platform of all Pings, that 
N are to be known, believ'd, or perform'd by 
cho bt. us, as ue are rational Creatures, and, pro- 
ſeſo d Chriſtians; for it is abſolutely neceſſary to a ſaving 
Faith, to the right Performance of Duties, to every god 
York, and to the great End of all, your Salvation. 
Nay, farther, tis to be conſider'd, that Truth is of grea- 


ter Power and Efficacy than all Vircues: For every Virtue 


lands only in ſome Stead againſt the Vice, which is op- 
poſite to it. As Humility may help to bring down Pride; 
Chaſtity may keep a Man from Whorcdom ; and the Vir- 
tue of Abſtiner.ce may keep one from Luxury, Cc. But 
the Truth itſelf, if you have it to Perſect ion, will not on- 
ly make you free from Pride, Whoredom, and Luxury; 
Uut aifo it will ſnield you from all domineering Luſts or 
Paſſions; nay further, it will furniſh you with Love, Joy, 
Peace, and with pure Aﬀections. So that, Happy is the 
Man, tat findeth wiſdom, and tie Man that getteth underſtan- 
ling. Fur the Merchandiſe of it is better than the Merchaadiſe 
of Mitoer ; and the Gain thereof than fe Gold, ſhe is more pre- 
ezons then Riibies, and all tie things you can deſire, are not to 
le compa i unto ber. 


Upon theſe Conſiderations, J exhort you to ſet your 
Hearts and Souls to ſeek the Truth: Enquire moſt dili- 
cently for it, till you have found it out, as far as tis ne- 
ccilary te be known : Spare no Labour, Pains, nor Charges 
to procure this Jewel of great Price; but deſire it above 
all things, and to uſe Solomons Paraſe, buy the Truth. 
But yer, Be flow to hearken unto thoſe Merchants, 
who cry up Truth to fell ir; and agree not with them 


Ws. viii £0 : raſhly for it; but to the Law aud to tie 
F Ga . i. - * > * . 

im. . , , Teſtimony; conſidering, if they ſpeak not ac. 
Fon. xvi, 17. cerding to this Word, it is lecaiſe there is no 


Lali i tem; and therefore you ought in no wiſe to give 
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vour Conſent to their Doctrines. But on the other 


© Hard, it what they ſpeak be agreeable to God's Law, tis 
) Þ a Sign there is ſome Light in them; and thereupon, as 
f they rightly divide the Word of Truth, you are bound to 


7 receive their Tenets; if you would prove your ſelves 
* Þ faichful and obedient Chriſtians. However, 

Leſt Falſhood be impos'd upon you for Truth, and leſt 
proud, or Selt-conceired Men cauſe you to warder out of 
che right Way, be cautious in your Goings,and keep ar all 


Times, as nigh as you can, to the Holy Scriptures : For 


K. tis probable, that human Writings, or that Men by fair 
ut Speeches may deceive you; but tis certain, that unleſs 
1 Jou firſt deceive your own Hearts, the inſpir'd Writings 
y vill not fail you in your ſpiritual Concerns. To this et- 
x. fect One well exhorted, ſaying : Believe the Scripture to be 
I. tle Mrd oj Ged, 1 he your true Endeavour to ce 

he find the true Senſe of it, and to live according © 5. S. 23. 


1. 1 15 ant then you May reſt ſecurely, that you are in the trite 
iſe Way to et rual Habpineſi. Meditate therefore therein Day 
„ and Night: Particularly, ſtrive to know what God is, and 
% bow he is to be worſhipped : Study to know the State of 
Mankind, What it is by Nature, and what by Grace: 
Hence inquire farcher into Chriſt's Merits, and ſtudy to 
dur D, him crucified, aud the Power of his Reſurrection. Beſides 
this, Get ſome certain Knowledge of the Doctrines con- 
cerning the Immortality of your Souls, and concerning the 
Reſurrection of your dead Bodies; as alſo concerning 
thoſe Rewards, which (this ſhort Life ended) you are to 
receive in another unalterable State of Exiſtence. Again, 
I exhort you to mark ſuch like Principles of Chriſti- 
om Pnity, and to digeſt them inwardly ; ſo as to make them 
our own, or ſo as to be ready always to give 
mn Anſuer to every Man, that asketh you a ef nr ” * 


aſon of your Hope ; in Meekneſs inſtructing Jud. xxii. 27. 


hoſe, that op themſelves : Ir God ferad- 
«ature will give them Repentante to the acknowledging of the 
ruth. | And 
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Upon the whole. 
„ Be not only diligent to get Truth, but alſo be careful 
do keep it, when gotten; and ſec that you act in every 
particular according to it: See that, as you know God to 
de a Spirit, you retain God in your Knowledge,and worſhip him 
in Spirit, and in Truth. As you know Chriſt died for your Sins, 
and roſe again for your Juſtification, ſee that you live unto 
him inNewneſs of Life,continually mortifying your corruttAfﬀettions, 
And, as you know, that the Holy Ghoſt is your Sanctifyer, 
ſee that you daily proceed in all Virtue and Godlineſs of Living, 

Likewiſe, As you know, that there is one Lord, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, have Com- 
paſſion on each 3 7 Members of the ſame myllical 
WL. „Body, and endeavour to keep the Unity of the 
i | Oba Svirit in the Bond of Pane In ſhort, F 
[ Exerciſe your ſelves thro' the whole Courſe of your 
' Lives unto all Chriſtian Virtues, as y6u come to the 
Knowledge of them; for by that Means you may both 
” increaſe Knowledge, and make your ſelves perfect in the 
Truth. To this Effect Chriſt promis'd, ſaying, If ye con- 
tinue in my Word, then are ye my Diſciples indeed. And ye ſhal 
know the Truth, and the Tu ſhall make you free. 

Having on therefore the Breaſt-plate of Righteouſneſs, 
and having your Lvins girt about with Truth, part not 
with it in any wiſe, for Fear, Favour or Affection; 
but contend ſtrenuouſly for it at all Times, and a- 
gainſt all it's Oppoſers : That ye henceforth be no more 
Children toſſed to and fro, and carried about with every I ind 
of Doftrine, by the Sleight of Men, and cunning * ine ſ. 
whereby they lie in wait to deceide: But ſpeaking the Truth is 
Love, may come in the Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge © 
the Son of God, unto, the Meaſure of the Stature of the Fulneſs 0 
Chet x To whom with the Father, and the Holy Gholt, 
(three Pezſons, but one God) be Glory in the Church; as 
it was in the Beginning, is noy, and ever ſhall be, Worls 
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without End, Amen. 0 


